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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Many reasons, unnecessary to be mentioned, 
have led to the publication of these Sermons. It is 
sufficient to particularize the hope, that, whatever 
salutary impression may have been made in the 
delivery, it may not only be thus revived, and, by 
God's blessing, perpetuated; but be spread over a 
wider sphere. While it will not be denied that 
many of the " words of warning" have a local origin, 
it is to be feared that they are very generally appli- 
cable to rural districts. May God grant that they 
shall not have been uttered in vain ! It is a fearful 
text, which such a result suggests : — And the King of 
Israel said unto Jehoshaphaty there is yet one man, 8fc. 
(1 Kings xxii. 8.) 

W. T. 



SEKMOlSr I. 
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SERMON I. 



/ have smitten you with blasting and mildew : when your 
gardens and your vineyards and your Jig-trees and 
your olive-trees increased^ tlie pahner-worm devoured 
them : yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the 
Lord. 

I have overthrown some ofyoUy as God overthrew Sodom 
and Oomorrahy and ye were as a firebrand plucked 
out of the burning : yet have ye not returned unto 
mey saith the Lord. 

TIterefore thus will I do unto tlieey O Israel ; and be- 
cause I will do this unto theey Prepare to meet thy 
Oody O Israel, — Amos iv. 9. 11, 12. 

Of all the subjects of intellectual research, none 
perhaps is better calculated at once to interest the feel- 
ings and improve the heart, than the History of former 
times, whether in relation to other countries or our own. 
The days that are past reflect, as in a mirror, the des- 
tinies of mankind in every age ; and, though the lapse of 
centuries will doubtless have effected considerable 
changes in the habits and sentiments of each succeeding 
generation, it will still be easy to trace the hand of a 
directing Providence, ordering audeoTv\^Q^vw» ^J^^"^"^ 

B 



to the glory of God, in connection with the goodness 
and the consequent happiness of his creatures. At pre- 
sent indeed we " see but through a glass darkly ;" and 
the Almighty has given us to "know only in parf'i the 
latent causes and remote consequences of the events of 
which we read; — the secret links in that progressing 
chain^ which connects us backward with the past, and 
forward with eternity. One history there is, however, 
in which God has been pleased to reveal to us the 
mysteries of his providence, and to point out the prin- 
ciples of his dealing with the children of men. While 
in the pages of >the ordinary historian we have but the 
judgment of a man upon the character and bearing 
of the transactions which he records, the writings of 
Moses and the prophets, dictated by the Spirit of the 
Most High, exhibit the finger of Omnipotence in every 
event therein related ; and it will therefore be well to 
adapt the lessons afibrded by the history of the Children 
of Israel to the pheenomena observable in that of other 
nations. History, both sacred and profane, treats of the 
condition of the human race under the difierent aspects 
of prosperity and adversity ; it speaks of national ag- 
grandisements and national calamities; of wars and 
tumults ; of droughts and inundations ; of storms and 
tempests; of plague, and pestilence, and famine. In 
these respects the annals of the Israelites differ not from 
those of other people ; but the distinguishing feature of 
the picture is this: — that while the historian, in de- 
scribing the horrors of a plague and recounting its 
ravages, looks only to the secondary cause of the evil ; 

1. 1 Ck>r. xUi. 12. 



the inspired penman recognizes the hand of God direct- 
ing the operations of nature, and represents the calamity 
in a double point of view. The writings of the former 
are but annals ; those of the latter are oracles. The one 
tells you of a visitation ; the other points out its origin 
and design : the one describes a phsenomenon of nature ; 
the other marks a dispensation of God : the one observes 
what has passed on earth ; the other unfolds the decrees 
of Heaven : the one hears the thunder roll ; the other 
points to the hand by which the bolt is hurledi to the 
outstretched arm of Him, who ^' maketh the winds his 
messengers, and his ministers a flame of fire.''^ It 
is not enough for Moses to say that Sodom and 
Gomorrah were destroyed, or for Joshua to pourtray 
the extermination of the Canaanites ; but they shew how 
the Lord rained down fira and brimstone upon the guilty 
cities of the plain, and how the vengeance of Jehovah 
swept away the idolatrous inhabitants from the promised 
land. 

Thus it is then that the Bible teaches us to read in 
national calamities the pimishment of national sins. It 
is indeed as unjust as it is uncharitable to look upon in- 
dividual affliction in a penal light, and to mark as chas- 
tisements what God intends perhaps only as warnings, 
or trials, or reproofs ; for none other than a prophet of 
the Most High can have authority to denounce a house 
of mourning as a house of sin, or to say to a suflering 
brother that the hand of God is upon his guilty head. 
When the disciples of our Lord " asked him, saying, 
Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, that he was 

]. Ps. civ. 4. 



born blind ?" — the reply directed them to a more correct 
appreciation of God's mysterious dispensations. " Neither 
hath this man sinned, nor his parents : but that the 
works of God should be made manifest in him."^ One 
great object of our heavenly Father then, if not the 
only one, in visiting his children with affliction, is that 
he may be glorified in his works: — in those secret 
whisperings of conscience, that increase of faith, that 
fervency of prayer, those emotions of piety, that resig- 
nation, repentance, hope, confidence, and love, which the 
pains of sickness and the expectation of death are calcu- 
lated to awaken in the soul of the sufferer, and to impart 
to those who witness their salutary effect. Of the 
Galilaeans who were slaughtered by Pilate, a suspicion 
seems to have been entertained that they were " sinners 
above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such 
things ;" but our Lord observed that the circumstance 
was not to be considered as a private judgment, but as a 
public warning, to the end that by the repentance of each 
individual the destruction of the whole nation might be 
averted. And again, said our Lord, " those eighteen, 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, 
think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt 
in Jerusalem ? I tell you. Nay : but, except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish."^ 

Instead therefore of exercising an over-scrupulous 
anxiety respecting the " mote in a brother's eye," with- 
out vouchsafing a moment's attention to the '' beam in 
his own,"* it is manifestly the duty of the Christian to 
estimate the sin that prevails around him in the aggre- 

1. Johniz.2,d« 2. Luke xiii. 2. 4, 5. 3. Matt Tii. 3. 



gatej and thence to deduce a general lesson of ^instruc- 
tion in righteousness."^ It is the aggregate of the 
sins of individuals which fills up the measure of a 
nation's iniquity ; and it can scarcely escape noticCi even 
on the most cursory perusal of the Scriptures^ that 
national sins, when they have tried the mercy and for- 
bearance of God to the utmost, have invariably been 
visited at length with national pimishment. Such ca- 
lamities, as well as all other events recorded by the 
sacred historians, were " written for our learning ;"^ and 
we are bound to apply them to the case of the country in 
which we live. Sometimes indeed it may be difficult or 
even impossible for our limited capacities to fathom the 
inscrutable purpose of an all-wise Providence; as for 
instance, when a people, apparently innocent, suffer for 
the offences of their guilty rulers. Thus when David 
numbered the people, the destruction of no less than 
70,000, in accordance with the solemn denunciation of 
the prophet Gad, called forth this pathetic lamentation 
from the afflicted and repentant king : — ^^ Lo, I have 
sinned ; and I have done wickedly : but these sheep, 
what have they done ? Let thine hand, I pray thee, be 
against me, and against my father's hquse."^ On such 
occasions we can but acquiesce, with humility and awe, 
in " ways which are not our ways,*'* nor presume to 
scrutinise '^ thoughts so far above out of oUr sight :"^ but 
there are also instances of penal visitations, threaten^ 
and executed against God's people, in which he that 
runs may read their universal application to mankind. 
Hear the words of the Lord by his prophet Jeremiah : — 

1. 2Tim. iii. 16. 2. Rom. xv. 4. 3. 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. 
4. Isai. ly. 8. 6. Psal. x. 5. 



*' Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, 

and see now^ and know, and seek in the broad places 

thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that 

executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth ; and I will 

pardon it. Her children have forsaken me, and sworn 

by them that are no gods ; when I had fed them to the 

full, they committed adultery, and assembled themselves 

by troops in the harlots' houses. Neither say they in 

their heart, let us now fear the Lord our God, that 

giyeth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season ; 

he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of harvest. 

They judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless ; 

yet they prosper : and the right of the needy do they not 

judge. Shall I not visit for these things, saith the Lord ; 

and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 

this V ' — Again the word of the Lord came unto the 

prophet Ezekiel, saying : — " Son of man, when the land 

sinneth against me by tresspassing grievously, then will I 

stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff 

of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and 

will cut off man and beast from it. Though these three 

men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should 

deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, 

saith the Lord God."* — Yet once more turn to the 

prophet Amos : — " I have smitten you with blasting and 

mildew : when your gardens and your vineyards and 

your fig-trees and your olive-trees increased, the palmer«- 

worm devoured them : yet have ye not returned unto 

me, saith the Lord. I have overthrown some of you, 

as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were 

1. Jerem. v. 1. 7. 24. 28, 29. 2. Ezek. xiv. 15, 16. 



as a firebrand plucked out of the burning : yet hiave ye 
not returned unto me^ saith the Lord. Therefore thus 
will I do unto thee ; and because I will do this unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy God/'' Even while I have 
been reciting these awful denunciations, brethren, many 
of you, indeed most of you, have doubtless applied them 
to the case of our own country at the present crisis. 
Throughout, the resemblance is fearfully striking ; and 
may we not almost say that " the plague is begun ?"« 
Are we not already smitten with blasting and mildew ; 
and shall we not consider our ways, " lest a worse thing 
come upon us V'^ Shall we not " repent, and turn our- 
selves from all our transgressions ; so iniquity shall not 
be our ruin ?"* The case of a nation is the case of every 
individual of whom that nation is composed : and it may 
be well for us to ponder for a moment upon those pre- 
vailing sins which seem more particularly to distinguish 
the present generation, that our eyes may be opened, our 
consciences roused, our ways amended, and the prayers, 
which we have this day offered at the throne of grace, 
be rendered effectual to the averting of those punish^ 
ments, which, though threatened in mercy, may at length 
be executed with the rigorous justice of an angry- 
God. 

Every age has some peculiar feature by which it 
is distinguished, either of evil or of good ; and if it were 
required to point out the most prominent characteristic 
of the present generation, even the least observant 
among us would at once declare it to be an inordinate 
love of riches. There have been doubtless, at all times, 

I. Amos It. 9. 11, 12. 2. Numb. xvi. 46. 3. John y. 14. 

4. Ezek. xvlii. 30. 



8 



men discontented with their lot in life, struggling to 
encrease their wealth, and disquieting themselves with 
all the restlessness and anxiety of a covetous and am* 
bitious spirit; but of late years, it has been no uncommon 
thing to hear of the speedy realization of enormous and 
unwieldy fortunes ; and that, not by the antiquated pro- 
cess of "rising up early, resting late, and, eating the 
bread of carefulness,"^ but by the arts and hazard of a 
scheming and reckless speculation. The one great object 
is wealth ; and the consideration, the influence, and the 
obsequiousness, to which wealth has now become the 
only passport. To be poor and honest is to be neglected 
and despised. Nor is this grasping and accumulating 
spirit confined to any particular class or station. In 
every town, and perhaps in every hamlet of the king- 
dom, the same money-getting activity prevails ; and it 
scarcely required the inspiration of an Apostle to de- 
nounce it as " the root of all evil."* It is this love of 
money, and the desire of still adding to the beloved 
store, which lies at the bottom of all the injustice, and 
oppression, and dishonesty, and fraud, and double-deal- 
ing, of which we daily hear, and almost daily "^dtness ; 
it is this which gives rise to '* divers weights, a great and 
a small, and the scant measure which is abominable ;" ' 
it is this which leads to impositions upon the ignorant 
and the unwary, which, when detected and resisted, must 
be supported by falshood and perjury ; it is this which 
makes every man suspect his neighbour; which makes 
the poor man discontented, and the good man grieve. 
True indeed is the teaching of St Paul, that " they who 

1. Psal. cxxvii. 2. 2. 1. Tim. vi. 10. 
3. Deut. XXV. 13. Mic. Ti. 10. 



will be rich fall into temptation and a snare ;"^ and yet 
with all their disquietude, and all their care,, how few 
are they who realize their expectations and their hopes. 
Some two or three will be known perhaps in a locality 
to have far outstripped the rest, either by lawful or un- 
lawful means, in the career of fortune ; and to these it 
will be observed that the admiration of the many is 
directed, and that they are courted by the obsequiousness 
of those with whom they have to do. They expect to 
be received with deference, and to be obeyed without 
reply : they love greetings in the markets, and the chair 
of state; and they look perhaps for higher honour in 
proportion to the low condition from which they sprung. 
And then, with respect to the employment of the wealth 
thus accumulated, and the mighty responsibility which 
it entails : — Many, and noble, and disinterested, are the 
acts of public charity and private generosity, which are 
daily and hourly performed by the wealthy of the land ; 
and there are those who, with unfeigned kindness and 
pure Christian love, can do a deed of mercy or of friend- 
ship, "not grudgingly or of necessity," without ** up- 
braiding"* or reproach. It is to be feared, however, that 
this is the exception, not the rule. While ostentatious 
thousands are paraded in long lists of advertized sub- 
scriptions, how seldom is a thought bestowed on some 
suiFering neighbour, or some family in distress ! " Shall 
I not visit for these things, saith the Lord ; and shall hot 
my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?"^ 

There is another distinguishing characteristic of the 
times in which we live, to which I would likewise direct 

1. 1 Tim. Ti. 9. 2. 2 Cor. ix. 7. James i. 5. 

3. Jerem. v. 29. 
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attention, with the warning Toice of Him whom I faave 
been called to serve. I may appear to you, as did Lot 
unto his sons-in-law, when the angel of the Lord would 
have led them forth from the gates of Sodom, — I may 
appear unto you ** as one that mocketh,"^ and as '' fear- 
ing where no fear is ;"3 but I would rather pass for an 
unseasonable alarmist, and even run the risque of offend- 
ing by plainness of speech, than I would cry to you 
" peace, peace, when there is no peace.''* If you will 
continue to shut your ears, and close your hearts, after 
the watchman has warned you of the impending evil ; 
the consequences can only be chargeable upon yourselves. 
May God rather give you grace to ponder seriously 
upon the warning ; and to pray for those, who are the 
ministers of his word, that ^^ we may open our mouths, 
and speak boldly as we ought to speak."* — The pre- 
vailing sin then, of which it remains to speak, is 
Religious Indifference. So closely indeed is this sin 
connected with that absorbing love of money, of which I 
have already spoken, that it is a necessary attendant 
upon it ; and as the one takes deeper root and flourishes, 
so will the other branch out, and cast a deeper shade. 
On this point the language of our blessed Lord is clear 
and emphatic. ^^ No man can serve two masters ; for 
either he will love the one, and hate the odier ; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and Mammon."^ There is a want of 
sympathy between the anxiety attendant upon encreasing 
wealth, and the calmness of a Christian spirit ; and there 



1. QcD. xix. 14. ~ 2. Ps. liii. 5. 3. Jerem. vi. 14. 

4. Epbes. yi. 19, 20. 6. Matt. ti. 24. 
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is a tendency in the love of worldly splendour to draw 
off the mind from the love of God and the simpUcity of 
the devotion which he requires. It is almost impossible 
to maintain a due regard for the duties of religion in the 
midst of the occupations and excitements of heaping up 
riches ; and to those ^who are " laying up treasures on 
earth/'^ the thoughts of death and judgment, of heaven 
and hell, are proverbially unwelcome. They are too 
intent upon ^'pulling down their bams and building 
greater" to give heed to the approaching hour when 
*^ their souls will be required of them."* In the service of 
Mammon and the World, God and eternity must be for- 
gotten. Thus consistent is the declaration of our Lord 
with the voice of reason, and the general result of 
experience. Let us regard it, for a moment, as one of 
the ^^ signs of the times J* 

To the casual observer, judging from externals, and 
looking only on the surface of things, the present might 
pass for a religious age. Where there was one wor- 
shipper in bygone days, there are now perhaps ten in 
most of our churches ; and the number of communicants 
have increased perhaps in a larger proportion. But if 
the numbers of those who attend the service of their 
Maker has really increased, or even kept pace with the 
rapid increase of population, their respect for his ordin- 
ances, and their reverence for his presence, have most 
lamentably fallen off. I will not now speak of the im- 
perfect service rendered by those, who come indeed to 
church, but turn their backs upon their Saviour's dying 
love: "bnd without presuming to judge the hearts of 

1. Matt. yi. 19. 2. Luke xii. 18. 20. 
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men, I will merely describe their actual conduct, their 
outward and visible demeanour. In the first place, on 
entering the house of prayer, and coming into the im- 
mediate presence of Him "in whom they live, and 
move, and have their being,'" they do not, as the cheru- 
bim and seraphim, cover their faces before Him; but, 
looking familiarly around to see who is there before 
them, pass carelessly to their seats, and perhaps, for form 
sake, hide their faces in their hands as if in prayer. I 
say, ybr/orm saliBy because it is but too manifest that the 
great majority either do not pray at all, or they do it 
sitting; and although the coldness and irreverence of 
this mock devotion, as well as of sitting while the 
Psalms are sung, and in other devotional exercises, hds 
been frequently reproved, we still see the same persons 
careless of rebuke, indulging in the same lazy and wicked 
habit, Sunday after Sunday. Then there is the laugh, 
and the talk, and the whisper during the service, par- 
ticularly among the young; the envious eye wandering 
to a gaudy dress, more suited to the courts of princes 
than the sanctuary of the Lord ; the weariness of spirit 
manifested by the vacant look, the shifting posture, and 
the idle lounge ; and not unfrequently by drowsy rest- 
lessness and uneasy sleep. In short, most people come 
to church with precisely the same feelings that they 
attend a meeting on ordinary business. They admire 
this or that preacher, and they dislike this or that dis- 
course ; and, what is worse, if they do not like their 
minister, they will desert their church, and quarrel not 
only with him, but with their God. " Shall I iJot visit 

1. Acts xyil. 28. 
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for these things^ saith the Lord ; and shall not my soul 
be avenged on such a nation as this ?"* 

It must indeed be apparent, brethren, to every re- 
flecting mind, that if the Almighty has not yet visited 
us with the full measure of his wrath, it is his mercy and 
forbearance, not our deservings, which have hitherto 
■. delayed the stroke. The warning however has not only 
been given; but repeated in a more threatening and 
alarming voice. " I have smitten you with blasting and 
mildew: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the 
Lord."^ Last year the mildew came upon us, and little 
was the heed vouchsafed to a calamity of limited extent, 
and not perhaps expected to return. Again are we 
smitten ; more severely too, but still in mercy : and shall 
we yet refuse to profit by a lesson which can scarcely be 
misunderstood ? shall we wait until the Lord once more 
'^ stretch out his hand upon the land, and break the staff 
of the bread thereof, and send famine upon it, and cut off 
man and beast from it ?"' The prayers of the Church 
have this day been offered to Almighty God that he will 
be pleased to « withdraw the judgment of which we are 
justly afi*aid, that the poor perish not by famine :" — but 
has one prayer been offered in private for the averting of 
the divine anger from ourselves and our families ; has 
one holy resolution been formed to repent and turn to 
God ; has it been firmly determined in our minds to 
''shew mercy and compassion each man to his neighbour, 
to bear the burdens one of another, and under all the 
dispensations of our Heavenly Father, whether of judg- 

1. Jerem. V. 20. 2. Amos W. 9. ^. "^x^fift^.Tlvi^^^^* 
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ment or mercy, to submit entirely to his will V'^ May we 
hope that there will be more seriousness and devotion in 
the House of Prayer ; that it will be made manifest by 
the audible response, by the attentive eye, and by the 
bended knee ; that the thoughts of the worshipper will 
be fixed upon God and his Saviour, not upon his farms 
and his merchandize and his hoarded wealth ; and that 
there will be an end of all those strifes and divisions, 
whether public or private, which interrupt Church unity 
and brotherly love ? Such has been the purport of our 
prayers ; and if those prayers are to be merely a lip- 
service, be not "deceived," brethren, "God is not 
mocked :"^ His hand is still uplifted, and will assuredly 
fall : for never has his word failed, or can fail, because 
man disbelieves or disobeys it. Once ; yea twice, have 
we been " plucked as a brand out of the burning :" yet 
once again, " and though Noah, Daniel, and Job were 
with us,"^ their righteousness and prayers might not 
avail to save us. " Therefore thus will I do unto thee, 
saith the Lord : and because I will do this unto thee. 
Prepare to meet thy God."* 

** Prepare to meet thy God V Brethren, the blast 
and the mildew may cease ; and " the voice of joy and 
health may again be in the dwellings of the righteous ;"* 
and yet will this be ever a solemn memento to us all ! 
Independently of the extraordinary judgments of God 
upon a guilty nation, the accidents and the ordinary 
events of life are at all times calculated to sound this 



1. Form of prayer appointed to be used on three Sundays in 
October 1846. 

2. Gal. iv. 7. 9. Ezek. xiv. 14. 4. Amos iv. 12. 
5. Ps. cxviii. 15. 
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solemn warning in our ears. It is perhaps brought 
before us more forcibly when some grievous plague or 
sickness desolates the land, or a sore famine destroys all 
the provision of bread ; but, as applied to individuals, 
it comes, or ought to come, with equal force at every 
season, and claims the same attention frpm every in- 
dividual in this congregation, as when it was uttered by 
the prophet Amos, in the name of the Lord. Is there 
one among us, who ought not to carry it home with him in 
his heaii;, ponder it on his bed, and remember it when he 
is waking ? May there not be one or more among us 
here to day, who may be here again no more for ever ? 
Was there not one at least here when we last worshipped 
together, who may have since received his summons ? 
When we reflect on these truths, what are the com- 
parisons we are led to draw between the riches of this 
world and the glories of the next ? What are the specula- 
tions of time compared with a preparation for eternity ? 
Oh ! my brethren, would that my warning, as it has 
been addressed to you, could go out into all the world, 
and call the nations from the rising up of the sun to the 
going down thereof, to prepare to meet their God ! With 
you at least may it prevail. My heart's desire and 
prayer to God for you all, — all too who separate from 
their brethren in this parish — my prayer is that all may 
repent and be saved : that they may hear the voice of 
God "now speaking, out of the midst of the fire,"* and 
turn to him, and live. " Why will ye die, O house of 
Israel ?"= 

1. Deat. iv. 12. 16. 2. Ezek. xviu. 31. 
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SEKMON 11. 



THE PARABLE 



OP TBB 



RICH MAN AND LAZARUS, 



CONSIDERED WITH REFERENCE TO THE RESPECTIVE 
DUTIES OF RICH AND POOR, MORE PARTICULARLY 
AT THE PRESENT CRISIS. 



{Preached on Sunday, February 28, IS46, in obedience to 
the Queen's Letter, for the benefit of the Irish 

Relief Fund.) 



SERMON II. 



There was a certain rich many which was clothed in 
purple and fine lineUj and fared sumptuously every 
day : 

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus^ who 
was laid at his gatCyfuU ofsoresy 

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 

the rich maris table. Luke xvi. 19 — 21. 

* 

There is a striking uniformity to be observed in the 
Almighty's dealings with the different orders of his 
creatures. In the animal creation, from the lordly 
monarch of the forest to the '^ little ewe-lamb which lies 
in the poor man's bosom/'^ to each is apportioned its 
respective degree of strength or weakness, and its share 
of instinct and sagacity assigned. And the same regular 
analogy subsists among mankind. Our Heavenly 
Father, in His wisdom, has distributed the human race 
into various stations and conditions, each of which has 
its several duties to perform, with the necessary qualifi- 
cations for performing them. The rich and the poor are 
thus placed together in this probationary state of ex- 
istence, differing indeed in their portions of worldly good, 

1. 2 3am.x\V.^. 
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but equally the objects of the divine favour and pro- 
tection. ''The rich and the poor meet together; the 
Lord is the maker of them all:"^ so that from the 
mightiest prince to the lowliest peasant^ they are all 
equally the children of his paternal care^ and equally 
safe beneath his superintending Providence. 

Mankind indeed are too apt to repine at the ills and 
calamities of life. Although it is hard^ extremely hard, 
to bear up against the deprivations of poverty, yet even 
would the poorest accustom themselves to look upon the 
case in the light which wisdom teaches, they would soon 
perceive that they are far more miserable in fancy, 
than in reality. Happiness is by no means propor- 
tionate to wealth, nor is poverty alone the source of 
misery. Were this indeed the case, it would be difficult 
to conceive an example of more perfect bliss than that 
of the rich man in our Lord's parable, or to imagine an 
object of more consummate woe than Lazarus. The 
former was '' clothed in purple, and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day," — while the latter was *' laid at 
his gate full of sores, desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
that fell from the rich man's table." If then riches 
constituted happiness, and poverty were the sole cause of 
wretchedness, here was, on the one hand, all that wealth 
and power and luxury could procure to raise the joys of 
man ; and on the other, all that penury and disease and 
pain could furnish to increase the load of human 
suffering. 

But far, very far, is this from the truth. The Father 
of mercies, anxious for the good of all his creatures, has 

1. ProT. zxii. 2, 
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placed happiness within the reach of alL It is equally 
adapted to the palace of the great, and the cottage of the 
humhle. Riches may indeed he instrumental in pro- 
curing the luxuries of taste, the gratifications of sen- 
suality, and the obsequiousness of respect: — ^but what 
are these, compared with the mental satisfaction of 
content and virtue ? Can sensual joys or worldly pride 
alleviate the stings of conscience, and assuage the 
bitterness of remorse? They may remove the necessity of 
bodily labour, but they cannot prevent the workings of 
the mind : — and how infinitely preferable is the toil of 
the humble cottager, seeking with daily care his daily 
bread, to the useless indolence of him who passes his 
time in restless inactivity ! The thoughts will wander from 
the neglect of one duty to another, and to the repeated 
commission of crime: while each succession of good 
omitted, and of sin perpetrated, will increase the tortures 
of a troubled conscience. The fear of death, the horrors 
of judgment, and the dread of Hell arise in black array 
before the mind, and drive it to distraction. Would the 
honest labourer for his daily food exchange his lot for 
luxury like this ? Content with the homely fare which his 
industry procures for him, he sees comfort and happiness 
in all around him. His virtue and integrity supply him 
with greater joys than riches can bestow : his religion 
and his trust in God are greater treasures than a palace 
could afibrd. 

Such are the reflexions which naturally suggest 
themselves upon the perusal of that beautiful parable, 
from which the text is taken : — a parable which teems 
with instruction. It exhibits to every condition of men 



the necessity of acting with propriety in that state of 
life to which it has pleased God to call them. It exhorts 
the rich to piety and benevolence ; the poor to virtue 
and resignation. And in a more enlarged and extended 
scnse^ it enforces upon all the duty of practising those . 
social and religious virtues, which Christian charity 
enjoins. 

There can be no question but that riches, if not 
abused and misapplied, are sources of comfort to their 
possessors. They not only procure the more immediate 
necessaries of life, but numberless other advantages, to 
which the more humble are strangers. But there is 
no one thing, given by the Almighty for the happi- 
oess of his creatures, >yhich has been so generally and 
completely perverted. The man of opulence is apt to 
foi^t, that his wealth is given him for other purposes, 
than simply his own gratification. He is apt to forget 
that his possessions are entrusted to him as a steward; — 
as a dispenser of God's bounty to his indigent fellow- 
creatures. Surrounded by every thing that can con- 
tribute to his own happiness, he does not consider that 
there are thousands around him, who are at that moment 
exposed to the cravings of want, and *' all the sad variety 
of pain." While his own board is spread with every 
delicacy, and his own bed warm and easy, he reflects not 
that there are numbers who would be thankful for the 
crumbs that fell from his table, and whose only bed of 
rest is the cold and damp earth. Would the rich but 
sometimes remember the conditions upon which their 
wedth is entrusted to them; would they but reflect 
that they must one day give an exact and awful account 
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of their stewardship ; would they but be persuaded that 
they are not only to live for themselves, but to benefit 
mankind ; they would then find that true and lasting 
happiness which wealth alone cannot bestow, and which 
poverty can never take away. It is the duty of every 
man, as far as in him lies, to administer to the necessities 
of his afflicted brethren. But those, who are blessed with 
this world's goods, are more particularly called upon to 
acquaint themselves with objects of distress ; to seek out 
those who stand in need of assistance. Opportunities 
are never wanting to the benevolent Christian of ex- 
ercising those means which he possesses in the service of 
humanity. Not a day passes without some instance of 
human sufiering, which he may have it in his power to 
alleviate: or without some case of distress, which he 
may be able to soothe. When such is the extent of 
human misery, it is hot sufficient that a man does 
nothing to increase it, he must do something to relieve 
it : it is not sufficient that he does no harm, — he must 
do good. In the parable before us, it does not appear 
that the rich man was guilty either of cruelty or in- 
justice ; all that we know is, that he was inattentive to 
the calls of pity and benevolence. ^' He was clothed in 
purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day :" 
but in this it would be difficult to detect any positive 
cnme. It was the negative offence which he committed, 
of neglecting to ameliorate the " evil things" of the un- 
happy Lazarus ; who unpitied, and perhaps unrelieved, 
'^ lay at his gates full of sores, and desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table.'' 
Does not every benevolent mind shudder at this unfeeling 
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ircit&reoce ? VTaai wosid !:aTe been die dirfatw of 
kuTT.anin-, or nd^r vbax should luTe been die mggo- 
lioQs of darr. in sach a caZ of phr azid disire» ? Had 
therv beirn oa« spark o: cbaHrr in the rick man's breast, 
he vould hare left hi« t-i^afijss^ to saiklT the hmgir 
Lazarus, and ** poor oil aad wzue inio his sorea.**^ 

Sach was his dutv, and he neelectfd it : and may we 
all take a lesson trom the consequence of his n^ect. *^ The 
rich man died and was buried^ and in heU he lift ap his 
eves beinsr in torment.'^ How must ke have wished dial 
he had once rc'liered the miseries of the anhappr Laim- 
rus, who could not now obtain so much as ^ a drop of 
water to cool his tongue." How Tsun, how wordikss 
must now appear his fom?r riches, in comparison with 
those joys, between which ai:d him there was ^ a great golf 
fixed/' whose bounds he could not pass. May we all 
reflect upon this awAil lesson, and consider that the same 
duty Lb to be performed by us, and the same punishment 
awaits our neglect of it ! We may not all abound in this 
world's goods ; we may not aU be *' clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fare sumptuously ever}' day :" but there 
arc few of us who cannot be of some service to our 
fellow-creatures. We mav not all be able to *' cast off ou 
abundance" into the Treasury, but let us remember that 
our blessed Lord could receive with pleasure a widow's 

The view which we have thus far taken of this inter- 
esting parable — so interesting indeed, and delivered in 
such lively and affecting terms, as to have originated an 
opinion in early times of its being a narrative of a real 

1. Luke X. 34. 8. Luke zvi. 22, 23. 3. Mark zii. 43, 44. 
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event, — precludes the supposition that the misery of the 
rich man after death was a necessary consequence of his 
happy lot in this life. We cannot suppose that an all-just 
and merciful Being would make the mere possession of 
this world's goods the cause of everlasting wretchedness. 
Had the enjoyment of extensive possessions been suffi- 
cient to deprive him of the blessings of Heaven, even the 
patriarch Abraham, who was not only received himself 
into the mansions of the blessed, but had the happy pri- 
vilege of comforting Lazarus in his bosom, would have 
failed of the joys of Eternity. But the use to which he 
applied his wealth — his hospitality to strangers, his un- 
bounded charity, and his sincere piety — ensured him an 
everlasting reward. In the midst of his riches he looked 
forward with joy to the day of Christ ; and, through 
faith in a future Redeemer, performed those duties oJ" 
active virtue, which entitled him to the promises of a 
blessed inheritance. 

And hence, my brethren, I would turn your at- 
tention to the more immediate application of the pa- 
rable to the object for which I am called to address 
you. It is not for a single Lazarus that I am 
about to plead, but for an entire population of wretched 
beings, suffering the extremest horrors of starvation. 
True it is that Government have made powerful exer- 
tions to support life ; but the supply of food is still al- 
together insufficient, and the strength of the people is, in 
many instances so exhausted, that numbers are becoming 
a daily prey to fever, dyssentery, and other diseases. 
Fever in particular is sweeping away whole multitudes. 
Entire families are lying crowded together in their 
wretched hovels, stretched on a bed of straw, and with- 
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out a rag to cover them : the dead and the dying are 
mingled together ; and it is reported that in some dis? 
tricts one in every ten have died from destitution. In- 
deed it is impossible to describe the real amount of 
misery^ and the heart droops at the bare idea of the 
picture that has been given of the ravages which death 
has made. Men fall dead in the streets as they return 
from work; bodies remain unburied for days through 
the poverty of the survivors, until half devoured by pigs 
and vermin ; mothers carry their dead children at their 
backs, begging for means to bury them ; deaths arc said 
to be so common as scarcely to attract attention ; many 
are buried without coffins, and without a friend to follow 
them to the grave ; and were it not for the relief afforded 
by private charity, it is believed that three times the 
number of deaths would have occurred. Can we then, 
brethren, listen to this tale of woe, and not be moved to 
the most energetic efforts in behalf of those unhappy 
outcasts, who are lying, as it were, at our gates " full of 
sores, desiring to be fed with the crumbs that fall from 
the rich man's table ;" and even fain to eat, like the 
prodigal in another of our Lord's most touching para- 
bles, the " very husks that the swine did eat."^ Shall 
not those " who are clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fare sumptuously every day," deny themselves some 
needless luxury, and send its cost to stay the hand of 
death ? Shall not even those who are poor themselves 
send their mite to others so much more needy and 
distressed ? Rouse yourselves, brethren, by the reflection 
that the call were really at your own doors ; that some 

1. Luke XY. 16. 
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diseased and starving Lazarus were craving pity at your 
feet: and God alone knows how soon you may be 
visited. The crying sins that are rife among us 
may in another year cut off the staff of bread from this 
once happy land ; and the richest among us may be glad 
to give his gold for the food which he now wastes in 
thoughtlesG^ess. 

Charity is a principle natural to the heart of man. 
We cannot behold a fellow-creature suffering under any 
of the various casualties^ and calamities, and afflictions 
to which humanity is liable, without instinctively feeling 
an impulse to relieve him. The sight of distress instantly 
awakens compassion in the breast of the spectator. It is 
this feeling which connects mankind together in the 
bonds of society, and arrests the progress of those 
malignant passions, whose baneful influence disturbs 
the peace and harmony of the world. Without mutual 
affection and good will ; without the benevolent wish to 
relieve the wants, to soothe the sorrows, to alleviate the 
distresses, and to promote the comforts of each other ; 
all the blessings of intercourse would cease, and society 
would revert to a state of savage barbarism: all the 
comforts of civilized life would be lost in a spirit of 
unfeeling selfishness, and the heart rendered caUous and 
obdurate to every generous and tender impression. But 
by that powerful sympathy, which the God of love and 
mercy has so strongly planted in the human breast we 
are led to an interchange of good works, to unite our 
efforts for the diffusion of general happiness, to co- 
operate in alleviating the pressure of common misery, 
and to consider the human race as constituting one ex- 
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tensive family, the children of t>ne gi>od and merciful 
Creator. This benevolent principle of our nature the 
ble'ssed author of our holy religion has improved, and 
carried to a perfection which allows no bounds or limits 
to its exercise. In the beautiful and divine instruction 
conveyed to us in another inimitable parable, that of the 
good Samaritan, we are taught that we must suffer no 
differences of country or religion, no prejudices however 
strong, no animosity however deeply rooted, no consider- 
ations of personal interest, no motives arising from what- 
ever cause, to subdue this feeling of universal compassion 
and love to man. Whenever we meet a fellow-creature 
in distress, which we have it in our own power to relieve, 
though an alien, though an infidel, though an enemy, it 
is our duty as men, it is more especially our duty as 
Christians, to afford that relief. Stifling the recollection 
of former wrongs which we may possibly have received, 
forgetting the variance which may possibly subsist 
between ourselves and the sufferer from political or 
religious motives, suppressing the malignant suggestions 
of every contrary feeling, we must listen only to the voice 
of compassion pleading in our hearts, and do as we would 
hope to be done by in the same distress. If such is our 
duty in every single case of individual suffering, we must 
naturally conclude that it is not less so, when the calamity 
is of greater extent ; and when it becomes so general, as 
to baffle the efforts of individual generosity to counteract 
its pressure, the united co-opei*ation of the benevolent 
and good must be called forth to resist and arrest its 
progress. Nay, even of those evils which are most 
widely spread, there are some which seem to possess a 
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more powerful and peculiar claim to our compassion and 
relief. Among these we may justly reckon those 
scourges of his wrath, with which the Ahnighty is some- 
times pleased to visit the inhabitants of the earth, — 
Pestilence and Famine. Under such awful inflictions of 
Heaven, while we humbly implore the God of mercy, 
that he would graciously be pleased to withdraw the 
terrors of his avenging hand, and again lift up the light 
of his countenance upon the suffering people, we should 
at the same time employ those means, with which provi- 
dence has blessed us, to mitigate, as far as possible, the 
unspeakable horrors of those dreadful visitations, which 
we are not able wholly to avert; and be excited to 
greater exertions and more enlarged benevolence in pro- 
portion as the case is more urgent, and our connection 
with the sufferers more close. 

That the prayers of such sufferers, as those whom I 
have described, should be received with cold indifference ; 
that the relief implored should not be administered to the 
extent, which the urgency of their distress requires ; it 
would be injustice to the British character, and an insult 
to British feelings, for a moment to suppose. The 
age indeed does exhibit many scenes of thoughtless 
profligacy ; lamentable is the prevailing indifference to 
religion and the great duties of Christianity ; loud and 
daring is the voice of Infidelity and Atheism ; and much 
cause has the true disciple of Christ to view with alarm 
" the signs of the times :" — still amidst " the overflow- 
ings of ungodliness,"^ amidst all the profaneness, ir- 
religion, and blasphemy, which we are doomed continually 

1. Psai. xNu\. 4, 
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to witness^ the national character for acts of pnUic 
munificence and disinterested charity has never been 
impaired. Preyious to this solemn appeal to your com* 
passion in the house and in the presence of God, the 
voluntary contributions of thousands throughoat the 
kingdom have proved that the spirit of public charity 
and Christian benevolence still glows with undiminished 
ardour. But from the vast number of its victims, from 
their deplorable state of utter want and desolation, and 
the co-operation of other unhappy causes, it appears that 
the sums already collected, liberal and honourable as the 
contributions have been, are altogether inadequate to the 
relief required; and that without more effectual and 
speedy succour, the work of destruction must proceed 
with rapid strides, nor is it possible to foresee when or 
where it will cease. I would implore you then, as you 
hope that the God of mercy may withhold the scourge of 
Famine from this hitherto favoured land, as you hope 
the God of all comfort may send you consolation under 
the afflictions of life, that you will not be backward to 
succour, each according to his ability, your brethren now 
labouring under this severe visitation ; that you will 
dispense to them that comfort you would wish to receive. 
Those, who have hitherto forborne to contribute, will I 
trust, embrace the opportunity now offered them to give 
liberally ; — those, whose hearts, warmed with a fellow- 
feeling for the calamities of others, have already been 
forward to make their offering on the altar of Christian 
charity, will consider, whether their circumstances, or 
the denial of some trifling gratification, will not allow 
them to add something to that sacrifice, which is an 
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offering of sweet savour, acceptable and well pleasing in 
the sight of God. 

In order to animate us in the deed of love, let us 
reflect with seriousness on the awful contrast between the 
final doom of the rich man and Lazarus. If the differ- 
ence between their conditions . in life was great, their 
difference in death was far greater. ^' Remember that 
thou in thy life time receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things ; but now he is comforted, 
and thou art tormented."^ What an awful consideration 
is this ! Here we are presented at one view with the 
tremendous idea of life, and death, and judgment: and may 
its terrors have a proper effect upon us all ! We are not 
any of us perhaps in the exact situation either of the 
rich man or Lazarus. None of us like the one, — wasted 
with disease, and distressed with the most abject penury — 
desire to be " fed with the crumbs which fall from a rich 
man's table ;" or like the other, are " clothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fare sumptuously every day." But 
be this as it may, we are all in some situation, the duties 
of which we are required to fulfil. We are not to spend 
our lives in laying up treasures for ourselves alone, or in 
applying what we have already to our own exclusive 
gratification : — neither are we to set down in careless 
inactivity, looking to the industry and charity of others 
for our own support. But we are to liv^ as brethren, 
and we are to love as brethren: — we are to live as 
brethren, as the children of one common Father, who is 
willing to raise us all, high and low, rich and poor, one 
with another, to happiness, if we will but study to 

1. LQkex^\.%5. 
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deserve his favour, by mutual good-will and active 
benevolence : — we are to love as brethren, endeavouring 
to forward the plans of God's gracious providence, who, 
though in his all-wise counsels he has ordained different 
degrees of temporal happiness and misery among rich 
and poor in this world, has also appointed a future state of 
eternal happiness and misery in the world to come, 
where there will be no respect of persons, but where 
every one will be rewarded or punish^ according to his 
works ; not indeed for any merit of his own, but for the 
merits, and through the mediation, of a crucified Re- 
deemer. 



SEEMON III. 



THE 



''GREAT PLAGUES OF THE UNGODLY:" 



THEIR CAUSES, AND THEIR REMEDY. 



{Preached on Wednesday, March 24, 1847> being the day 
appointed for the observance of a General Fast.) 



SERMON III. 



Great plagues remain to the ungodly, — Psalm xxxii. 1 1. 

Inasmuch as these few words proclaim a truth as 
firmly established as the word of God himself can make 
it, it cannot fail to excite alarm in the breast of those, 
who entertain a conviction of the truth of divine revela- 
tion, that its godly precepts are so utterly abused and 
trodden under foot, and its solemn denunciations so 
totally disregarded, as they manifestly are by the great 
majority of professing Christians. If we look abroad 
into the world, what do we see on every side but the 
most fearful forgetfulness of the repeated mercies V)f 
heaven vouchsafed to us ; a barren and unfruitful har- 
vest under the means of gracsy and. the consequent hopes 
of glory y afforded by the Gospel of Jesus Christ ; and a 
worldly system of loose and undefined opinionism, which 
is built on anything rather than the plain and positive 
declarations of the Bible. It must in fact be obvious to 
every one, who holds even a moderate intercourse with 
his fellow-men, that an evil heart of unbelief is the great 
prevailing characteristic of the times : not indeed that 
daring infidelity which boldly and openly denies the 
existence of a God, or that speculative and cavilling spirit 
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which has sometimes vented its ingenious doubts and 
dishonest quibbles against the truth of Christianity ; but 
that practical disbeUef, which confesses God with the lips^ 
but in works denies him ; which measures the bounty of 
Providence according to the proportion of worldly good 
or evil, and, with a strange fatuity, uses the very abun- 
dance of God's gifts to the end of forgetting the giver ; 
and which shrinks from any interruption to schemes of 
pleasure or of profit which the thoughts of an hereafter 
might be calculated to induce. The religion of Jesus is 
all very well in its way ; but it must not interfere with 
the worship of Mammon. Our increasing prosperity, 
our scientific improvements, the enlargement of our do- 
minions, and the success of commercial enterprise, seem 
to have almost annihilated the idea of any dependence 
upon God for these national blessings; and while as 
individuals we approach him with outward form on his 
appointed day of rest, as a country we are divided be- 
tween Paul, and ApoUos, and Cephas, instead of being 
built up as one Church in Christ the Head. At the 
same time we are not only tolerating, but fostering an 
idolatrous Church, and building up the empire of the Man 
of Sin, although we may almost trace the anger of God's 
insulted Majesty in the " signs of the times," and antici- 
pate a repetition of the denunciation delivered by Joshua 
against Jericho : — " Cursed be the man before the Lord, 
who riseth up, and buildeth this city Jericho : he shall 
lay the foundation thereof in his first-bom, and in his 
youngest son shall he set up the gates of it."* 

It is not, brethren, believe me, in the spirit of un- 

1. Josh. Yi. 26. 
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charitableness to others, but in the deep and settled 
conviction of the obligation bound upon every Christian 
man to uphold the genuine faith of Christ, as once de- 
livered to the saints; and in reprobation not of the 
members, but of the doctrines, of the Romish Church ; 
that I would call your attention to a fact, which has 
been fully proved on the most undeniable evidence of 
History, that this country has invariably prospered or 
declined in proportion to the zeal or indifference with 
which she has upheld her pure Apostolical faith, and 
discouraged the encroachments of Popish error and cor- 
ruption. And if St Paul has declared those to be " ac- 
cursed"^ who preach another Gospel which he has not 
preached, surely a curse may well be expected to lie 
against the encouragement of a religion, which detracts 
from the sufficiency of the atoning blood of Christ ; 
which sets up other mediators between God and man, 
besides the man Christ Jesus ; which denies that we are 
justified by faith alone, and admits human merit to a 
claim upon divine mercy ; and which shuts the door of 
enquiry against her deluded children by interdicting the 
free use of the Bible. It is only as the bulwark of 
Protestantism that England has hitherto maintained her 
high pre-eminence among the nations of the world ; and 
now that we have lately witnessed a partial, though, by 
God's mercy, not a widely spread Apostacy among 
ourselves, and have yielded either from timidity or care- 
lessness to the support of Romanist Institutions in 
Ireland, we are warned by a devastating fanaine in the 
land where Superstition and Idolatry have produced their 

1. Gal. i. 8, 9. 

2. See " Mystical Jericho;" a Sermon, by the Rev. W. J. Hall, 
M.A. 

R 



38 



natuml consequences of aggravated guilty and are 
alarmed by the prospect that the calamity is probably at 
no great distance from our hitherto more favoured 
country. " The meat of our brethren is already cut off 
before our eyes,"' and, " imless we repent, we shall all 
likewise perish.'** 

In what I have said, then, let it not be supposed that 
I would seek to appropriate to others that "ungodliness," 
which God has been pleased to visit with the " plague" 
of famine ; and thus by a specious delusion to arrogate to 
ourselves the merit of comparative innocence. Having 
hinted at what may perhaps lie at the foundation of 
God's displeasure ; it will more particularly become us, 
on this day of holy Solemnity, to consider our o\m 
ways \ to reflect upon the judgments with which the sins 
that prevail among ourselves may speedily be visited; 
and to determine upon the course which it will be neces- 
sary to pursue, in order to avert the threatened vengeance 
of the Almighty. Though the uncharitable doctrine of 
private judgments is expressly denounced in Scripture, 
vet it is certain that the vices of individuals constitute, in 
the aggregate, the source of national suffering ; and the 
" great plagues," which are thus brought upon the 
ungodly, will be in proportion to the multiplied iniquities 
which cry aloud for vengeance. One of the great uses, 
therefore, of that fearful calamity which rages in the 
sister kingdom, wherein it will be impossible to deny 
that the fences of a national and sober Christianity, of 
moral justice, and of social safety, have long been broken 
down by the resistless torrent of infatuated crime, would 

1. Joel i. 16. 2. Luke xiif. 3. 5. 
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be to check the career of profligacy which may other- 
wise bring down the impending ruin upon ourselves. 
To speak only generally for the present, a profane dis- 
regard of the Sabbath and the Sacraments, an intem- 
perate use of intoxicating liquors, oaths and imprecations 
uttered blasphemously in our streets, and the most 
fearAil violation of the seventh Commandment, are the 
characteristic marks of the lower orders ; and we have 
only to read the accounts of the reckless extravagance, 
the propensity to gaming, and the Sunday amusements 
of the higher classes, to be convinced of the incompa- 
tibility of such proceedings with a proper attention to 
the duties of religion. Now when once we begin to 
neglect the calls of piety and virtue, we are soon led on 
to despise them ; and thus the barriers of grace being 
broken down, faith at length gives way, and the only 
remaining refuge is in the arms of Infidelity. To such 
therefore as are accustomed to follow no rule but the 
impulse of the moment, a moment of terror must be 
taken to hold up before their eyes the mirror of 
conscience in a strong and striking light. The public 
character. of a nation is for the most part affected by the 
same causes as that of the individuals of which it 
consists ; and thus it appears that sensuality, and pride, 
and covetousness, and injustice which " neither fears 
God nor regards man/'^ are far more frequently the 
result of prosperous than of adverse fortune. It is in 
times of difficulty, and danger, and distress, that the minds 
of men are more open to impressions of humility, and 
piety, and integrity, and brotherly love ; and to listen 
with fear and trembling to the denunciations, which the 

1. Luke xyiii. 2. 4. 
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ministers of God are bound to deliver in the words of a 
prophecy, which, as certainly as it has been once fulfilled, 
will, unless we repent, be fulfilled again : — " Hear, thou 
that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, and 
sayest in thine heart, / am, and none else beside me.** 
" Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though 
thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring 
thee down saith the Lord." " Can thine heart endure, 
or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall 
deal with thee ? I the Lord have spoken it, and will do 
it." " Thus saith the Lord : Behold, I frame evil 
against you : return ye now every one from his evil way, 
and make your ways and your doings good."* 

Brethren, thus would I now call upon you : for 
" there is wrath gone out from the Lord ; the plague is 
begun." Let me "stand between the dead and the 
living, that the plague be stayed."* Times like the 
present afford no pretext for delay ; and it were worse 
than madness to indulge in delusive hopes, when the 
hand is uplifted, and the sword ready to fall. " Turn ye 
then, turn ye to the Lord with all your heart, and with 
fasting and with weeping and with mourning ; and rend 
your hearts, and not your garments :"' so that the Lord, 
" who doth not afflict willingly,"^ but, " even as a father, 
pitieth his rebellious children,"* may yet " deliver 
our souls from death, and feed us in the time of 
dearth. "6 Listen, I implore you to his warning voice, 
and "humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time."^ " His hand 

1. Isai. xlvii. 8. Obad. 4. Ezek. xxii. 14. Jerem. xvili. 11. 

2. Numb. xvi. 46. 48. 8. Joel ii. 12, 18. 4. Lament, iii. 83. 
6. Ps. ciii. 13. 6. Ps. xxxiii. 18. 7. 1 Pet. v. 6. 
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is not shortened that it cannot save/" neither " hath he 
forgotten to be gracious."' If with hearty repentance 
and true faith we turn unto him, stedfastly purposing to 
lead a new life, and resolving* each in his respective 
station to exert his utmost energies in resisting the 
torrent of iniquity with which the land is inundated, his 
anger will yet be appeased, and his mercy will embrace 
us on every side. Let us then consider our several dut\es in 
the alarming crisis, which has this day brought us on 
our knees before the throne of grace and glory. 

And to begin with ourselves, the overseers and 
ministers of the flock of Christ, who are to watch for the 
salvation of souls, as those who must give an account. 
Ours is indeed a task of awful responsibility ; and he 
who feels the responsibility in its full weight, will neither 
be deterred by the ridicule of the scomer, nor the enmity 
of the vicious, from warning his hearers of the dangers by 
which they are beset. With that plainness of speech which 
well becomes his office, he will be " instant in season and 
out of season, through evil report and good. report » 
firmly and faithfully to discharge the duty which he owes 
to his master and his Church : and he will more especially 
direct his exhortation to the correction of those vices, of 
which his experience may detect the prevalence in his 
own immediate cure. He will endeavour to turn the 
eyes of each into his own breast, and to speak as it were 
to every individual in the congregation in the words of 
Nathan to David, " Thou art the man."* Let me then, 
brethren beloved, entreat your prayers, that this work of 



1. Isai. lix. 1. 2. Ps. Ixxvii. 9. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
2 Cor. vi. b. 4. 2 Sam. xii. 7. 
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the Lord may prosper in our hands. Be not offended 
because we tell you the truth; but rather repent, and 
amend, and " so iniquity shall not be your ruin."* 

To those then who are high in station, and, in the first 
place, to our young and amiable Queen, and to her royal 
consort, could my voice reach their ears, I would recom- 
mend, with all the ardour of loyalty for their persons and' 
anxiety for their immortal souls, not only a continued 
exercise of those public and private virtues in which they 
are universally allowed to excel, but to extend the in- 
fluence of their example over as wide a sphere as pos- 
sible, and to confer their favours only on the woi:thy and 
the good. ** As a city set on a hill," their conduct " can- 
not be hid :"* and the national character will be neces- 
sarily improved by the encouragement thus held out to 
worth and goodness. To those in authority under them, 
I would suggest a faithful and vigilant administration of 
the laws, in order to the suppression of wickedness and 
vice, and the maintenance of true religion and virtue. 
Upon the rich and the great I would urge an lardent 
desire to become patrons of virtue and religion to all 
within the sphere of their connexion of influence; to 
eschew the vices of the gaming-table, of the Sunday 
feast, and the midnight revel ; and to exhibit before their 
families and dependents a life of practical holiness. I 
would have them remember that it is not merely an ex- 
ternal propriety that is required of them ; but to " buy 
gold tried in the fire, that they may be rich'" indeed. 
It is not only of open sinners that our Lord will be 
ashamed in the day of Judgment. There are many 

' 1. Ezek. xviii. 30. 2. Matt. v. 14. 3. Rev. iii. 18. 
V. 
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whose places at Church are regularly occupied ; many 
who are forward to do good works ; who are at the same 
time far, very far, distant from a just appreciation of the 
sense of the Gospel, and a well grounded hope of the 
inheritance which it promises. The rich in this world's 
goods, who are actuated by a true and lively sense of the 
merits of Christ's all-sufficient sacrifice, and of the con- 
sequent unprofitableness even of their best actions, will 
not only be " ready to distribute,"^ but they will be 
guided in their distribution by Christian motives. What- 
ever good they do, they will do it for Christ's sake; 
they will lay aside all pride, and arrogance, and self- 
sufficiency ; they will be " courteous, as well as pitiful ;"' 
and if they have done wrong to any one, they will make 
all possible amends by repairing the injury. Above all, 
they will allow no malice to rankle in their hearts ; thus 
harbouring a spirit of all others most hateful to their 
Redeemer, and rendering them incapable of offering any 
sacrifice which can be acceptable to their God. It is in 
fact scarcely to be expected that such persons will 
venture into the presence of their Maker ; and we can 
only pray that, of his mercy, he will bring them, if any 
such there be, to a better mind. It is well known, that 
in this county, in particular, it is a very common prac- 
tice, not only among the ignorant and uneducated, but 
with some of the wealthier sort, to make unholy vows 
that they will never enter a church, while this or that 
particular person may minister or worship there.* And 



1. 1 Tim. vi. 18. 2. 1 Pet. Hi. 8. 

8. This statement seems to be so monstrous, as to demand the 
allegation of facts : which, however, are as abundant, as they are fearful 
and characteristic. One such tow was made a few years back by a 
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can it be possible that a man, who is a worm, shall thus 
quarrel with his Maker ? As I would forgive any that 
had offended me, so would I ask forgiveness of any that I 
had offended : " I would leave my gift before the altar, 
and go my way ; I would first be reconciled to my 
brother, and then come and offer my gift/'* Nor would 
God reject the offering : but he will " resist the proud ;"^ 
he will shew no mercy upon the unforgiving. " He is in 
Heaven and we upon earth ; and he will repay those who 
are rash with their mouth, and hasty to utter any thing 
before God.'** 

But it is now time to speak of the use which the Poor 
may be expected to make of the warning which God in 
his mercy has given us. On all occasions of public 
calamity, the poor are ever the greatest sufferers. In- 
deed at all times, there are none who pay so dearly for 
the very necessaries of existence as the Poor. The arti- 
cles of their consumption are necessarily bought in 
driblets ; and not to mention the scant measure that is 



man, and a man of education too, to the effect that he would not 
enter a Church again under certain circumstances: and thither he has 
lately been borne, with the vow faithfully kept, in his cqffin. 
Another person, disappointed iu some unreasonable request, threat- 
ened ^o join the Independents ; bat finding that his tithe would not 
thus be diminished by a shilling, while a seat in the Meeting-house 
would not be wholly gratuitous, he is still *' halting between two 
opinions," and *^ biding his time." In another instance, an Incumbent 
was advised that half his congregation would leave the Church, unless 
the terras of a certain covenant, dictated by themselves, were can- 
celled to his serious inconvenience, with a view to meet their uncon- 
scionable demands. In a word a man affronts, or injures, or molests a 
clergyman, either in his private or ministerial capacity ; and, on the 
principle of Odit quern IcBserit, he casts off at once both the love of 
God and man, rather than meet the minister or neighbour he has 
wronged, and continue to " walk together in the house of God as 
friends." (Ps. Iv. 15.). 
J. Matt. V, 24, 2, James iv. 6. I Pet. v. 5. 3. Eccles. v. 2. 
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dealt out to them, the pound for which the rich man pays, 
suppose a shilling, is doled out to the poor in 1 6 ounces, 
or rather I should say, in 18 or 20 ounces, at each a 
penny. Full well also do I know tliat this is not the 
extent of the exaction to which they are subject. ' If 
from a master's neglect or inability to pay his labourers 
on a Saturday night, or from any contingency such as 
accident or disease, they are forced to procure their 
weekly supply on credit, the interest charged for the ac- 
commodation would appear incredible to those who have 
not made themselves acquainted with the fact. A state- 
ment lately came under my observation, from which it 
appears that General Dealers, as they are called, are in 
the habit of charging certain sums, amounting frequently 
to half the value of the article purchased, for the 
privilege of booking it for a week. Then, if still unable 
to make the payment, then come the summons and its 
costs ; which must still be paid, even though the magis- 
trates cuts of a fourth or more of the perjured claimant's 
demand. These are sad matters, brethren : and it were 
well if there were some authorized inspector to see that 
just measures and full weights were meted out to the Poor 
that their trifling modicum of half an ounce were not 
weighed in paper almost as heavy as itself j and that the 
price of the smaller quantity bore a fair proportion to the 
bulk.^ In the mean time, though their days on earth be 
evil, their trials many, and their comforts few ; the poor 
should bear in mind that the time is approaching, when 
Poverty, which has been fruitful in virtue, will be 



1. On this fearful subject, see an excellent paper in "Stray 
Leaves from a Free-mason's Pocket boo\i." 
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blest in the endless riches of Eternity. Let me then urge 
upon them the immediate forsaking of those vices, to 
which from habit or example they may have been ad- 
dicted. Especially would I caution against the dangers, 
so prominent in many parishes, of the beer-shop and the 
skettle-ground. It is to be feared that even on a day of 
holy solemnity like this, no encouragement will be want- 
ing to draw the young and the thoughtless into the snare ; 
and I know by experience that remonstrance with the 
tempter would only be met with enmity and reviling. 

To those engaged in Trade, I would say bu^ little. 
Their great temptation, arid, I much fear, their very 
common guilt, springs from the " wicked balance and the 
bag of deceitful weights.*" Now to sanctify the fast of 
this day, and return to these practices to-morrow, what is 
but a mockery, which cannot fail to bring with it a curse, 
and not a blessing? Can it, brethren, can it be worth 
while, for the sake of realizing worldly wealth, to saci*ifice 
the happiness of Heaven ? Is not ever " a false bal- 
ance abomination to the Lord ; while those only 
who deal truly are his delight ?"* But then, for the sake 
of one's family, it is urged, it is impossible to be over- 
scrupulous : and besides, something is necessary to 
counteract the effects of fraud on the part of others ? 
When you rise from your graves, brethren, at the day of 
judgment, and turn your faces towards the glory of the 
Son of God, and see those whom you have wronged on 
earth standing with you before his tribunal, what will 
such pleas avail you ? You may talk now, if you will, of 
wealth and its gratifications ; you may talk now, if you 

7, Micah vL II. 2. Pro^. nL 1. itli, 22, 



47 



will, of the delight which you derive from seeing your 
sons and your daughters ''clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and faring sumptuously every day;"^ but this 
pleasure and this pride will soon be humbled in the dust, 
and all outward adorning fail, except the " robe of 
righteousness,"^ without which none will be admitted to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. Besides, wealth gotten 
by dishonesty never prospers even in this world. The 
inheritance left not unfrequently begets dissentioiis in fami- 
lies where nothing but love should dwell ; or is squandered 
by the son in vice, as fast or faster than the father 
amassed it by fraud. Oh, my brethren, who would 
not rather be a Lazarus, with scarce a morsel of bread, 
but with his treasure in heaven ; than the richest man 
on earth, pampered with luxury, but with the torments 
of Hell before his eyes ? 

A few words on the conduct of domestic life, and I 
have done. As " great plagues remain to the un- 
godly,'* so there is no plague so great perhaps as that 
which is caused by the profligacy and the disobedience 
of a rebellious child ; and against this plague the only 
safeguard is a religious education. " Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and he will not" easily " depart 
from it ;"^ but the effect of a contrary system is but 
too sadly apparent in the habits and manners of a large 
proportion of the rising generation. When the child is 
allowed to be the witness of the corrupt practice of the 
world, untractable at home, and under no sober restraint 
abroad ; when the duties of religion are made of none, or 
at least of secondary, importance ; his morals must 
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necessarily become corrupt before he enters upon the 
great theatre of the world, and there is little hope that the 
world will reform them. Let me then advise all parents 
to instil the early principles of Christianity into the minds 
of their children : to guard them against the prevailing 
errors and vices of the times ; to be constant in the use 
of family prayer morning and evening ; to be regular in 
their attendance at Church, and in that, by which alone 
the truth of their Christian profession can be tested, the 
devout participation of the Lord's Supper. 

Nor is this essential only where there are Children. 
Masters of families have a duty which they owe to their 
Servants ; and it is owing, I doubt not, mainly to the 
neglect of this duty, that the complaint is so very loud and 
general, of the wickedness and unfaithfulness of the pre- 
sent race of domestic servants. Vast indeed, and fearful, 
is the difference which, even within a few years, has taken 
place in this class of our fellow creatures, upon whom so 
much of our comfort depends. Time was, when a servant 
had only to be kindly treated, in order to become attached to 
a family for years ; to regard the interest and the welfare 
of that family as her own; to attend them in sickness with 
the anxiety of a sister; to be careful of the goods 
entrusted to their care ; and to " eat their meat with 
thankfulness and singleness of heart."* All these things, 
brethren, many of us must have known and witnessed in 
our father's home : but .where are they now ? Care for 
self-alone, and carelessness of others ; a mere eye-service, 
doing no more than can be helped, and that with mur- 
muring ; honesty which would not openly defraud, but 

1. Acts if. 46. 
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which breaks^ and wastes, and destroySi without care or 
scruple; a love of frippery and finery, which seeks to 
regard dress, rather than character, as the test of respec- 
tability. And what is the natural consequence to them- 
selves ? If sickness overtakes them, or they are out of 
place, they must either become a burden to their friends, 
or dispose of their gay clothes for half their cost to find 
support, or take refuge in a work-house ; or on the other 
hand, if they have the opportunity of a respectable mar- 
riage, the money which might have furnished a cottage, 
or been laid up to provide for a family, has been spent 
in dress, altogether unbecoming their station. Time 
would fail me, if indeed it were possible, to investigate 
the cause of this unhappy state of things ; and in one 
point of view at least I am convinced that it has been 
greatly aggravated, if not induced, by the prevailing 
system of giving, perhaps not actually false, yet certainly 
equivocal, charactei*s, to servants: and never can we 
hope to amend the calamity, till masters and mistresses, 
as they are bound in common justice to society, not only 
tell the truth, but the whole truths in relation to the 
reasons for which the connexion between them is dis- 
solved. One other matter I will mention, and it is this : — 
that the honesty of servants is materially corrupted by 
those tradesmen, who allow them a profit, sometimes 
considerable, upon the articles supplied to the family in 
which they live. In this the tradesman is the more dis- 
honest of the two ; but the honest principle is demoral- 
ized. She merely perhaps looks upon the money thus 
obtained in tHe light of a gift; but the tradesman knows 
that, in order to make it, he must charge his goods at a 
price beyond their value, and that he is in fact robbing 



his customer to fee the dependent. No tmlj honest 
senrant would be a party to such a fraud; and it is 
doubtless the foundation of many acts of deeper guilti- 
ness. 

But it is time that I bring these observations to a 
close. If the purpose^ for which this day of holy solem- 
nity has been set apart^ have a proper effect upon us, 
we shall seriously reflect, without prejudice, without 
offence, and without lulling the conscience into in- 
difference, upon that prevailing " ungodliness," which has 
brought the " plague" of famine to our doors. In one 
portion of the kingdom the sustenance of the people has 
been cut off; and even among ourselves the high price 
of food begins to threaten an alarming crisis. In the 
stroke on the one hand, and the warning on the other, 
none but the wilfully blind can fail to recognize the 
finger of God. If the warning be disregarded, the pun- 
ishment will succeed : if one judgment fails to rouse us 
from the lethargy of indifference, another will be sent ; 
if we heed not the famine, we shall be smitten with pes- 
tilence ; and if the pestilence be insufficient to open our 
eyes, and soften our hearts, we shall become as "the 
dust before the wind, and the angel of the Lord scattering 
us."* " Yet forty days," cried the prophet Jonah, " yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown."' Nineveh 
repented, and was saved: and unless we repent, "the 
men of Nineveh will rise in judgment with this genera- 
tion, and condemn it ;"* for we have the blessed Gospel 
in our hands, the denunciation of " a greater than 
Jondi" against those who " despise the cbastenings of 

1. PmI, XXXV, 6. 2. Jonali in. 4. 3. Matt. xii. 41. 
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the Lord,"* and repent not when they are rebuked of 
him. 

Let not, I entreat you, brethren, let not this be the 
case. Let the '' great plagues which remain to the un- 
godly" fill us with fear, lest we be also greatly plagued 
for our iniquities. Let the solemn service of this day 
awaken the dormant sense of religion ; and let all, in our 
several stations, strive earnestly against the inroads of un- 
godliness, and to avert the heavy judgments which hang 
over us. Personal amendment must lead the wav to a 
general reformation ; and the temper of penitential devo- 
tion which, it may be hoped, has been this day implanted 
in our hearts, must bring forth the fruit of established 
holiness, and make us fit objects for those mercies, with 
which it may please God to visit us. Unsteady resolu- 
tions will be of no avail : " God is not mocked"- with 
mere outward ceremonies ; he detects at once under the 
" sad countenance of those, who would appear unto men 
to fast,"' the false shew of an hypocritical formality ; and 
while " the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous 
availeth much,"* " the hope of the hypocrite will 
perish."^ Either in the one spirit or in the other, a 
whole nation have this day lamented their sins, and 
prayed for pardon; and the imagination can scarcely 
picture to itself a more affecting scene, than that of 
millions of people, assembled at the same moment in the 
presence of the Almighty, imploring his forgiveness, 
praying for grace to amend their lives, and deprecating 
the continuance of his displeasure. 



1. Prov.iii. 11. 2. Gal. vi. 7. 3. Matt. vi. 16. 
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O Father of mercies, look down with compassion 
upon " thy people that prayeth :"^ " turn thou us, and so 
shall we be turned :"'* and for the sake of Him who died 
for us, and continually intercedes in our behalf, remove 
from us the plague of Famine, and give us "fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.''^ 
Grant this, O Lord, for the same thy Son, Jesus 
Christ's sake : to whom &c. 

1. Psal. Ixxx. 4. 2. Sam. v. 21. 3. Acts xiv. 17. 
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